# sman.

THE GHRONIGLE

ASTON ABBOTTS PARISH MAGAZINE ~ lsswe 268 ~ jume 2007

iyt N

CZECH FESTIVAL
Historic Flypast by WW2 Spitfire
24th June

over Aston Abbotts

Email : editor@aachronicle.co.uk



There’s a lot for you to look forward to in the coming months with the
Czech Festival, the Village Fete and Astonbury. Make sure you have
these events in your diaries. For the Fete plants and cakes etc are al-
ways needed - details of where and when to take them are listed. Lets
hope the weather on the day is fine. I noticed that this weekend (May
28th) there was a camping event on the Bucks Showground - must have
been a complete wash out - not weather for tents.

Peter Knight has decided that he will not be continuing with his
monthly column recording the passing of the seasons in the country-
side. Peter’s first article was written in the 2003 September issue of the
Chronicle. Phil Spooner (the then editor) noted in his editorial ‘that the
thing that really makes The Chronicle a part of village life is the range
of contributions from all corners of the village. This month is a particu-
larly rich one. We have an Astonbury report from our youngest ever (7)
reporter, Charlie Copping. I'm very pleased to introduce a new column
called ‘Countryside Diary’ written by Peter Knight who has promised
to regularly keep us up to date with the goings on in the hedgerows and
countryside round the Village. Peter knows a ot about the subject and
I’m looking forward to reading his columns myself.’

Being a city man who loves the countryside I really enjoyed Peter’s
commentary on the goings on of DEFRA and the bureaucracy that in-
flicts itself on the natural order - and the passage of the seasons; he
opened my eyes to matters I would otherwise have been blind to or not
have appreciated their significance.

As a small tribute to Peter’s efforts over the years I have published his
first article (see page 17) and offer my thanks to him for a most enjoy-
able contribution. Perhaps he could be persuaded to write an article for
each season?

Heard my first cuckoo briefly a couple of days ago, but nothing since,
and disturbed a large grass snake that swam away across one of my
ponds; I guess it was nearly 3 feet long. A charming brood of moorhens
have made an appearance. The chicks are like balls of black fluff.

Judy and I visited Ascott House & Gardens, outside Wing. We recom-

mend it. (jwm »

o Peter Knight's Last Countryside Diary
« New Crossword by Rod Rothero

e Parish Council Minutes

e Village Fete Meeting 25th June

o Czech Festival

« Astonbury 2007
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A note to all would be advertisers
- More than 202 households
receive The Chronicle 11 times a
year and with rates from just £25
per annum (far cheaper than
some local Parish magazines)...

...Can you afford not to be in?

Copy date for the next issue is:
Friday 22nd June 2007

Please pass items to John
Hardcastle at Marloes on Llines
Hil or to a member of the
Production Team as early as
possible.

Printed ot Waddesdon School
and distributed free of charge to
all Households in Aston Abbotts,
our local Doctor's Surgeries and
to Wing Police House.
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Alison’s Gossip Column

Claire Fletcher
% Sally Clarke
X Emily DeLooze
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aX Bernard Osborn

@& Dave Wheaton
sX Paul Drysdale

A Rob Howell

X Kim Picking
, A David Hewit

There will be a meeting to finalise details for our
village fete on Monday 25th June in the Church
Room at 7.30pm. Please come along to discuss the
arrangements to ensure that our day is successful. If
anyone has any ideas for anything to make the day
more special it would be appreciated.

A huge thank you to all those who came along to the
last fete meeting. April

FRIENDS OF WHITCHURCH SURGERY

At the Whitchurch Open Gardens on 29th April, the
Friends raised £172.60 for their funds from the bric-a-
brac/book stalls they ran and the teas sold.

We were lucky with the number of customers and the
weather. Sheila Nuttall

Meets every Saturday in The
Old Oak at 6.30pm.

New members very welcome.
Contact Andy Bystra if you
need an introduction.

|| 630 club |

Alison’s Gossip Column

It seems that a large number of Aston Abbott
residents have been making use of our local
hospital facilities this last month — from life
threatening operations, heart attacks down to
“procedures”. Get Wells particularly to Chris-
tine Scott, Mike Morris and Barbara Belling-
ham.

It’s time for baby Alpacas to start appearing
and so far there are three little white boys.
This year their names must begin with H, so
there is Hermes, Hugo and Hero to date. Just
ten more to go!

Sally Clarke has had a big birthday . We can’t
believe you really are this age Sally but Happy
Birthday anyway and trust you had a great
day.

it would help greatly if plants could |
be delivered to the Vicarage during
" the week prior to the fete to give !
Caroline Abel Smith a chance to
price them. A few last minute ones
will happily be accepted at the stall
on the moming of the fete.

Aston Abbotts Festival 2007

FETE COLLECTION

We will be calling to collect items for the fete on the
evenings of

MORDAY IS Lufy

and

i

YUESDAY 170k luly
#  Please donate Bric-a-Brac, Groceries,
?1* Bottles for the tombola, Gifts for prizes,
i Books, etc. Every bit helpsiii

)
4

H Please deliver Cakes and Plants to the stalis on the day 3
| Ry
4 Dan't forget to come
" 1o the fete on ‘s ;‘:z
1 Sa, 2ist July!
| ety 2ior uly | &’ b
i LT T T R SR YA T T e T T 1y
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Aston Floorin g

ARE YOUR FLOOR COVERINGS LOOKING OLD AND TIRED?

Then revitalise your home with a new floor!

All makes of flooring supplied and fitted to the highest
of standards

Have you thought of a wood laminate or maybe an
Amtico/Karndean design floor?

All types of cushion vinyl and hard flooring
FREE ESTIMATES
For a quality finish ring ~
Lol Hinds 01296 688479
07767 786671 (mobile)

b ALAALAALLAAMAMAAAAAMLAAMAAAMAALGALAALMAAALMAAAALLALAAAALAAAAMLAG
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R J O’Connell

Brickwork & General Building

For all your building needs

Extensions, Property maintenance, drives, patio’s and
Roof repairs

Also professional decorating service

Call Rob - Home 01296 681323 or Mobile 07855 236 726

53 The Green
Aston Abbots

Pye ¥ - The CHRONICLE s 2007



WW2 Spitfire to fly over the rec.

It is planned that a Spitfire of the

Battle of Britain Flight is to make several low passes over the recreation ground during the ‘Village/
Czech’ (free!!) fun afiernoon being held on the

24* June 2007

The day will start at 11.00 with a Church service, for Embassy officials, Legion members and villagers and
this will be followed by a light lunch for our guests.

Entertainment commences at 1.30 pm with
Maypole dancing by the children of Wingrave School
followed by Five aside football between
AA/Wingrave and the Czech/Slovak Embassies
Two performances by
The Karpaty dancers of Slovak dancing
There will be Sports for all ages (sec page 7)

(not too demanding) with Prizes
Tug of war
And all this will be accompanied by music by
The Great Horwood band,

(Who will no doubt play a suitable tune while the Spitfire flies over)
Make a note in your diary so you don’t miss this great fun day
We hope you will bring along your friends & Jamilies.
Bring your gazebos and/or barbeque_and have a family picnic.
(There will even be toilets on the ‘rec’.)
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You deserve the best

Internet, e-mail and text messaging

30.0

if you are thinking of moving in the F]OOI‘ p‘anS on detallS
near future or in the next couple of . e -

months then you really need to talk to
us first. Without obligation we will be
pleased to offer you both professional
and realistic advice about your proposed
property move. We will be able to
demonstrate to you quickly why you
should use our services, as we believe
that you really ‘Do Deserve The Best'.

Realistic valuations

 dedicated, professional sales & marketing team

V.
N e

‘\ YOUR HOME 1S AT RISK JF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A
MURTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. ALL LUANS ARE SUBJECT

TO STATUS. WRITTEN GUOTATIONS AVAIABLE ON REQUEST.
Full colour details Mortg a ges
Our customers are everything to us and we will an g ed

make sure that we deliver to you the care and

attention that you need to make sure your Partnership ethos reflects the traditional values

property move is as trouble free as is possible. of integrity, attentiveness and commitment,

Our high profile presence and carefully targeted which are supported by the latest technology,

marketing strategies mean that your property which combine to ensure an unbeatable

receives the maximum exposure that it deserves. personal service.

We will be working hard to make sure that your At Hartwell Partnership we never forget that

property is viewed in the right place, at the our success is driven by delivering client

right time and to the right people. satisfaction and maintaining a reputation for
excellence in the locality as a professional

Backed by years of experience, the Hartwell residential estate agent.

conveyancing arranged

Sales letting agents

Town, village country homes o

S

wawn harbwellpart
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Da Gam Steve has a newspaper
,Led‘ y eS foI- round in the village and is
0 e 4// happy to take on new ac-
counts for weekdays
and/or weekends
SHOP IN THE
Eag and Spoon Age 6roup depending on CHURCH ROOM
Thves legged Roce demand Every Thursday
; - 10.30 - 12.00
Sack Race, Wetar 5 and Under 6- 9 years
Race 10 -12 years 13- 40 Teas & Coffees
cu's This service to the residents of Aston Abbotts is being offered
Apple Bobbing Y by Steve of Wingrave Post Office and Stores.
. 40+ Teas and coffees are on sale. Pick up some groceries and en-
Running Race & Relay joy a chat with your neighbours.
and Grandad! Ed OTHER FACILITIES OFFERED BY STEVE
GCT Mum , Dad and Granny to join in PAY YOUR PAPERS
the fun and have a laugh BUY POSTAGE STAMPS
DRY CLEANING TAKEN
Starting around 2.1 CAR & HOME INSURANCE
TRAVEL INSURANCE
On the Rec E TOP UPS
DELICIOUS FRESHLY BAKED BREAD

EUROS NOW AVAILABLE ON DEMAND
0% COMMISSION

PLANTS PLANTS @@@@ @Q @@

YOUR VILLAGE I
NEEDS

Please make cakes for your Village Fete. @

With the arrival of spring, many of you will be giving the gar-
den a once over and sewing seeds. Please remember the plant
stall at the fete and as you come across unwanted seedlings,
trailing bits of shrubs that have rooted themselves and herba-
ceous plants that have spread too far —

POT THEM UP, LABEL THEM,
TLC THEM AND
GIVETHEMTO Bring your cakes to the Cake Stall
CAROLINE ABEL-SMITH on the day.

This year we are also want homemade

@@@@@@@

THE WEEK BE- jam, marmalade, pickles chutneys and
FORE THE FETE honey.
Please make the effort Saturday 21st J“ly

S
99999939
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I_Eet The Wiwole Job Done

No more juggling workmen...
| | can do the lot (and juggle too!)

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Floors,
Doors, Shelves, Tiling, Fitted
| wardrobes, Plumbing,

Anything considered. o
Just ask for a free estimate call

Chris Dowell
(01525) 270701

Friendly and Professional service.

Maintenance, Small Building Work.

Welcome to......

oveny =

oven valeting service

Local Oven Valeting

J Removal of all traces of ga fat, and
other nasty built up layers from ovens,
hobs, extractors or microwaves

AJ Spectacular results, 2-4 hours
between appointments

2J No aerosols, no mess, no fuss...

aJ Unique valeting process using Ovenu’s
caustic soda free products.

For Local Service

01296 623591

www.ovenu.co.uk

Eclips@ seaty iy

Ladies give your body the attention it

Aromatherapy) Mass,
Facial Tveatvuents

Manicure/ Pedicures
Eye Treatments
self Tﬂnn[ng

',
AR ARA,

Recelve 15% off your first treatment

For a friendly and professionat service please call
Clare on Stewkley (01525) 240249 to book an
appointment or for more information

I (T3 «eraic

nimue

David Rowe Dip Surv MCIOB
Tel : 01296 682529 Mob : 07867 977 575

@ design R \ |

ARCHITECTURAL & TECHNICAL

DESIGN SERVICES
HOUSE EXTENSIONS
LOFT CONVERSIONS
PLANNING AND BUILDING
REGULATIONS
NEW BUILD DEVELOPMENT

FROM SCHEME DESIGN TO COMPLETION
NO OBLIGATION FIRST CONSULATION

Page 8 - The CHRONICLE
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1ipm Barbec:ue & Dog Show 1
o - 45pm olonel Custard

SAT 2157 8 | ULY

2 p Tl Official Opening
By Rev. Derek & Mrs. Debbie Witchell
Great Horwood Band Leighton Buzzard Lions Train Marshall Rose
Roundabouts and Swing boats Traction Engine and Vintage Tractors

Coconut Shy Skittles Face Painting Alpacas Floral Display in Church |
 Teas Ice- Cream/SoﬁDrmks Punms Bric- aBrac Tombola Gifts '
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HOLIDAY COTTAGES IN CORNWALL

Be a Lazy Dog and Escape to Padstow this
Summer

STOP PRESS - Luxury Stylish Refurbishment
to Padstow Cottage, providing 2 bedroom
accommodation with ensuite facilities, with
modern contemporary kitchen, spiral
staircase, all mod cons in a character cottage
sefting. The refurbishment is due to be
completed in May, so check out the website
for photos of the new look in early June 07.

www.lazy-dog.biz

EUROPE'S TOP 10 UNDISCOVERED
BEST BEACHES

Parnu in Western Estonia features in the top
10 best undiscovered beaches in Europe.
We've got 3 luxury apartments, all in central
Parnu, with its wide safe sandy beaches,
beautiful city parks, national parks, wild life,
restaurants and over 100 bars all in one of
Europe’s newest holiday destinations.

If you want to go somewhere different for
your holiday this year, consider Estonia. We
love it! Have a look at our website for more
information, or give us a call.

www.garnuproperty.com

Please contact us for further details:
Andy & Sally, 73 The Green, Aston Abbotts
Tel: 01296 682716 Maobile: 0774 295 7684

urbanspace
Superior Rooms to rent in
Aylesbury

Quality, spacious & furnished rooms in large,
modern, friendly, shared houses.

Short or medium term availability.

* Call to check current availability or to reserve
rooms in new house coming May *

Weekly cleaner. From £85/wk inc all bills. No
DSS. Call Andy or Sally on
0774 295 7684 or 0775 272 6229

urbanspace

Homes to Rent

3 bed house in Aston Abbotts village. Gas
c/h, gardens. Avail 18 May. Unfurnished.
£695pcm. Call Andy or Sally on
0774 295 7684 or 0775 272 6299
If you are thinking of renting out your
home, and are looking for a caring
independent agent, give us a call. We
can simply find you a suitable tenant or
we can offer a complete management &
maintenance service.

Page 10 - The CHRONICLE
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ALLOTMENT DIARY

I haven’t been spending much time on my allot-
ment since I last wrote. I recently got back from
three weeks in Corsica, and my first week-end at
the allotment, when I expect to see people, and

catch up on any gossip, was the Bank Holiday

week-end, during which, you may remember, it
rained most of the time, and the coldest place in the
country on Bank Holiday Monday was High Wy-
combe, at 5° C (colder than Alaska and parts of Si-
beria) — and I don’t think Aston Abbotts can have
been far behind! As a result I have not seen many
of my fellow allotmenteers yet, since none of us
have spent much time at our allotments over that
week-end; and therefore don’t have much allotment
news to report

During the week leading up to the Bank Holiday is
was fine and sunny, and I spent a considerable
amount of time on my allotment, removing the
weeds that had grown during my absence, and
planting those crops which where not able to be
planted before I left the country, because of the risk
of frost. I have now planted everything apart from
sweet-corn, and pumpkins (to participate in Colin’s
annual pumpkin growing competition). 1 had one
stroke of luck. One of the trays of seeds I had been
growing in my greenhouse (and which Vic was
kindly looking after for me while 1 was away), was
a tray of leek seeds. However, when they sprouted,
they had mysteriously turned into Brussells
sprouts! I had reconciled myself to planting some
leek seeds about a month later than they should
have been planted, to try to grow some leeks for the
allotment, when Alan Jones arrived at my patch,
and asked if I would like a pot of leek seedlings
that he had grown, and which were surplus to his
requirements! My allotment is therefore no longer a
leek-free area, and I was also able to let Alan have
rather a lot of baby Brussells sprouts in exchange.

As I write this piece, we are still having rain in
abundance — perhaps to make up for its absence in
April. The weeds on my allotment were not too bad
when I returned, but because of the adverse
weather I have not yet had time to weed the area
where the sweet-corn and pumpkins are to go, and
the nettles on this patch are growing so fast you can
practically watch them grow with the naked eye!

I forgot to mention last month that I have seen a red
kite from my allotment. They have obviously bred
so well in the Chilterns, that young birds are having
to spread further and further afield in order to find
food, and if this continues, they may become as
familiar a bird throughout the whole country as
they were in the Middle Ages (when they were a
common sight over most large towns, before the
days of regular dustbin collections, scavenging
among the offal and carrion that had been thrown
away). The bird was almost wiped out during the
20" Century, when game keepers, wrongly believ-
ing that the kite was a threat to the birds they were
rearing, had shot, trapped and poisoned the kite al-
most to extinction. By the 1970’s it is reckoned that
there were only around 20 pairs of kite surviving in
remote Welsh hills. At the end of the last Century
attempts were made to reintroduce the kite in vari-
ous areas — around here by Lord Rothschild in the
Chilterns And did you know that the toy that chil-
dren and others play with is called a kite because

\

\ i
>
[
o
a

its flight is like the graceful soaring of the bird?

On our way back from Corsica we were beetling
along a French motorway at around 130 kph when
a large bird swooped down on the road ahead of us
to try to pick up some road-kill from the road ahead
of us. Because this was stuck fairly firmly to the
tarmac, the bird failed to gather it; and so turned in
the air on a sixpence, and had a second go — this
time successful. By this time we were so close that
I could see that it was a black kite, but it whirled
away seconds before impact.

Peter Shorrock

Jaxe 2007
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@E C@ FOR YOUR
HOME & GARDEN
For Your Next Trip For Your home & Garden
REALISTIC ESTIMATES
Airports — Stations — Courier HOME:
Repairs and Alterations
Business Trip — Night Out GARDEN:
Drives, Ponds, Patios and
New Accounts Invited Fencing
25 years experience
Call To Book: Call GERRY on
01525 385000
01296 688776 07505 768331
Based In Wing @

Quality
Painting & Decorating
Interior & kExterior
Paper Hanging. Painting.
Coving. Tiling.

For a friendly & Tidy

Service guaranteed

Free Estimate
Please Call Adrian Bvstra

01296 688429
07986 597013

wwww.ambdecorate.com
/
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PARISH PLAN

The demand for housing in the South east of the UK
has increased substantially over this last 10- 20 years
and this has led to the formation of the South Mid-
lands and Milton Keynes Development Zone which
includes N Bucks and Aylesbury. Despite the view
that the imposition of housing targets by central gov-
ernment was to be deplored, the opinion of our own
District Council is that the substantial housing and
development growth is a fait accompli and it might as
well co-operate to achieve the best possible results for
the district. The Council suggests that at least 40% of
housing should be affordable so that local young peo-
ple can afford to live here and for each new house one
new job should be created. One worrying aspect is the
view of some local politicians that, “it’s good for vil-
lages to grow because villages can’t stay the same for-
ever”. Perhaps this is true, but do we want our village
to expand along the lines of other large developments

Members of Aston Abbotts produced a Village Survey
in 1992 as a result of a complaint made at the Annual
Parish Meeting that there was difficulty in finding low
cost housing in the village. You will recall that the
planning application made for the Bull and Butcher
development was that a number of flats to be created
would be affordable. In the event, this did not occur
and other development so far has paid scant notice of
this wish which flies in the face of the opinion ex-
pressed by our politicians above.

However, there is a wind of change and our District
Council is currently producing a Local Development
Framework and we are assured that if we produce a

new Parish Plan the information contained in it may
provide valuable input into the preparation of this
Framework. It is claimed that Parish Plans can provide
a high level of local detail regarding issues such as
local characteristics, needs, opportunities and con-
cerns which can be material considerations when de-
termining planning applications.

Other Parishes have developed and produced their
own Parish Plans to express a vision for the future of
their community within the huge development agenda
now taking place and to review the services and facili-
ties that are or will be important e.g. local transport,
traffic, refuse collection, recreation, and amenities. In
short they want to map out the future needs of the
community.

Although the Parish Council accept that a Plan for As-
ton Abbots is advisable, it should be produced by an
independent steering group and to this end we ask for
5 — 10 volunteers to form this group which would
oversee the work entailed in the creation of the Parish
Plan. The basic requirement is that you should be in-
terested in creating the future of the village and be
prepared to devote a little of your time to ensure that
we have a sufficiently good game plan to improve ser-
vices and to resist future unwanted and unseemly de-
velopment. Those of you who feel that the village is
perfect as it is, then you should also consider joining
the group to make sure it remains the village of your
dreams.

Those who wish to join this steering group should of-
fer their names to the Editor or the Parish Clerk.

Parish Plans and the Planning System

A guidance note for local communities

A Parish Plan is a vision of how you would like your town or village to be. Forward Plans Group can
assist local communities in preparing Parish Plans, what planning aspects could be included in a Parish
Plan, and how the Council will take Parish Plans into account when making plarnning decisions.

About Parish Plans and the Planning System

The District Council is currently producing a Local Development Framework which will replace the Lo-
cal Plan. Information set out in a Parish Plan may provide a valuable input into the preparation of the Lo-
cal Development Framework. Parish Plans can provide a high level of local detail regarding issues such

as local characteristics, needs, opportunities and concerns which can be material considerations when de-

termining planning applications.

Anne Robinson : Who was a famous Indian leader, whose name begins with G, revered by millions, who was

assassinated and received a state funeral?

Contestant : Geronimo !

Jane 2007
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herdsires e sales e training e advice e agistment e products

A few acres to spare?  Want to diversify?
Interested in growing your own fibre?

Then ALPACAS might be for you..............

They are members of the Camelid family originating from South America but have adapted well
to life in the UK. They are bred for their soft, light, warm luxurious fibre and calm temperament.

We have alpacas for sale & provide help, advice & training td those interested in owning them.

See our website or contact us for more details

www._livanti-alpacas.com

e info@livanti-alpacas.com

[\ °
‘ 01296 682605 07976 671701

Livanti Alpacas

waturaity cucarions:  Livanti Alpacas, Aston Abbotts — Home to Champions

i@ Electrical Contractors
ME  and Property Maintenance

Additional sockets to re-wires .« Storage Heater installations
Showers and immersion heaters « Outside Lighting

Electrical testing and inspection « Fault Finding

Portable appliance testing

All types of other domestic maintenance undertaken
No job to small
Free estimates

Tel: 01296 712776  Mobile: 07812 070147  Tel: 01582 668698
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Peter Knigh¥'s Countryside Diary - 14th May

Alex and I have just returned from our annual
holiday; one week spent on Exmoor at the begin-
ning of May is good enough for us.

How was Exmoor this year? — well it was short of
grass and the talk was ‘There will be no hay crop
unless it soon rains’. Many farmers had indeed
turned their sheep and lambs into fields that had
been shut up for hay because the grass had run out
in the grazing fields. That is not something done
lightly.

As always | was struck by the scarcity of cattle in
the country nowadays. I believe we only saw 6 or
7 dairy herds between here and Porlock — there
used to be 6 between here and Aylesbury. The
fact that we still have a dairy farmer in Aston Ab-
botts is amazing — it’s just a pity that we can
never see his beautiful cows from the road. DE-
FRA ought to give the man a grant just to put his
cows on display.

Countryside Management; now there is a conten-
tious issue. On the fringes of Exmoor we walked
through several blocks of young trees looking
good and growing well. We also saw a large area
where all the naturally seeded spruce trees of
about 11t high had been pulled up and put into
plastic bags to be burned, a huge heap of them,
apparently ‘They’ wanted that area to return to
open moor land despite a free and natural replant-
ing that was hugely successful.

[ haven’t heard the cuckoo yet in Aston Abbotts
but then my hearing is now well below par. How-
ever we always hear cuckoos in Exmoor but, curi-
ously, not so much in woodland but up on the
open Moors. | can only assume that cuckoos find
it easier to source a host net on the moor than in
the woods. A friend tells me that cuckoos abound
on the Isle of Skye where there is very little
woodland.

Certainly they are now a rare bird in the South of
England where, 50 years ago, they would drive
you cookoo with their incessant calling.

Today I read a letter in a National Newspaper
saying that rooks no longer built their nests in the
very tops of trees and suggesting that perhaps the
birds needed the shade of higher branches now
that global warming is upon us. In my opinion
rooks built as high as they can in the selected tree
as long as the branches can bear the weight of the

Jare 2007

bird, it’s nest and young. Obviously this is not in
the very tops of trees where the twigs are at their
thinnest. It also seems to me that, given the op-
portunity members of the crow family will always
re-use last years nest once it has been patched up
and strengthened. Young rooks always leave the
nest between 5™ and 15" may — May 10" on aver-
age — and at least 70% die in their first summer.
I’m told that rooks live for about 15 years. So that
just to maintain their numbers a pair only need to
successfully raise 2 young in their lifetime.

Death and predation out there is on a huge scale.
Besides the nesting of rooks I wonder what will
be the next thing said to be caused by global
warming. At least it makes a change from the
usual scapegoat of ‘Intensive Agriculture’.

I’m afraid that I will never take global warming
seriously until people have the courage to state
the obvious — that if we wish to conserve the natu-
ral world and feed ourselves we have to control
the numbers of the greatest destroyer and predator
on the planet — Man!

With that thought I will close my last ‘countryside
notes’. I find it increasingly difficult not to repeat
myself and to think of something new to write
about that might be of some interest. Finally may
I thank those people, particularly from Wingrave,
who let me know that they enjoyed reading these

notes and so encour-
A

aged me to keep on
trying.

i

‘‘‘‘‘‘

< David Morris
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SUMMER NEEDN'T END .... JET AWAY TO THE SUN TODAY

Los Narejos beach

With 320 days average sunshine per
year and probably the best climate in
Europe.... Los Narejos on the shores

It’s fantastic for Families.... for Cou-

And it’s just a 10 minute transfer

Our modern Beach House has everything you need for a fantastic holiday

« 3 bedroom house sleeps up to 7

» Double sofa bed, travel cot

« Fully air conditioned - cold and hot

» Bath / shower room + separate shower room
» Fully equipped kitchen with oven, microwave
e Lounge with TV, DVD, CD plus dining area

» Washing machine

¢ 50 metres to sandy beach (5km long)

» Calm, warm sea perfect for children

¢ Restaurants, bars, supermarkets nearby

¢ Pedestrianised promenade

o Over 20 golf courses within 20km

» Water sports, horse riding, scuba diving etc
» Thermal spas, salt bath, culture & history

Direct low cost flights from Luton Airport to Murcia San Javier with Ryan Air
Also Stansted (Ryan Air), Gatwick (easy Jet), Birmingham (FlyBE) and other UK airports

Available Half Term, Winter and Christmas 2006 and throughout 2007

Low Season £ 260.00 / week (€ 400)
28™ October — 19" December2006
61 January — 4™ April 2007

High season £ 350.00 / week (€ 550)
15t July — 15" September 2007

Mid season £ 300.00 / week (€ 450)
20" - 27" October 2006

20" December 2006 — 5™ January 2007

5™ April 2007 — 30™ June 2007

16" September — 28" October 2007

For more information or to book call Andi or Becky Swain on
01296 670388 or visit our web site at www.espanolvilla.com
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Countryside Diary 10th August 2003

The presently seriously hot weather apart it has been,
in my opinion a lovely summer. Plenty of sunshine,
but sufficient rain to keep things moving.

Hay time has been easy, albeit with low yield, and
harvest is shaping up to be also a simple affair but
again, yields probably down.

What a year for butterflies! We had two fields white
with clover a month ago and the number of butterflies
was amazing. Mostly meadow browns, but at least six
different species including the once rare commas
crowded the clover fields in their thousands. When
part of the field was mowed for hay it became obvious
that it was also a swimming with grasshoppers; great
shoals of them leaping out of the way of the tractor
wheels.

Ants too have been doing well and one field is becom-
ing difficult to travel due to the ant banks. These
‘banks’ have bought in birds that feed on ants - green
woodpeckers - quite rare around here 10 years ago,
now a common sight.

Not everything is having a good summer, life that de-
pends on worms, slugs and snails is struggling a bit. I
suspect that virtually no hedgehogs now live in the
parish - I hope I'm wrong.

Frogs and toads are increasingly rare and moles might
be having a hard time of it, but then no fears of the
latter getting scarce.

The huge increase in badgers - and I mean huge - has

again made itself felt. 30 years ago there were two
badger setts in Aston Abbotts, Lines Hill and Nor-
duck. Now I know of 12 setts, not badgers. There
could be a point reached, as with most wildlife, when
there are too many.

The badgers have completely obliterated the sweet
corn cobs at the Abbey. They wait until the cobs have
set then fell the plants and strip them. How do they
know when they’re ready?

At least the dry weather has stopped ‘our friends’ dig-
ging up the lawns looking for worms.

Looking forward to cool rain and huge plums.

----- What is Butt Dust?

What, you ask, is "Butt dust?" Read on and you'll discover
the joy in it! These have to be original and genuine. No
adult is this creative!!

JACK (age 3) was watching his Mum breast-feeding his
new baby sister. After a while he asked: "Mum why have
you got two? Is one for hot and one for cold milk?"
MELANIE (age 5) asked her Granny how old she was.
Granny replied she was so old she didn't remember any
more. Melanie said, "'If you don't remember you must
look in the back of your panties. Mine say five to six ."
STEVEN (age 3) hugged and kissed his Mum good night.
"1 love you so much that when you die I'm going to bury
you outside my bedroom window."

BRITTANY (age 4) had an earache and wanted a pain
killer. She tried in vain to take the lid off the bottle, Seeing
her frustration, her Mum explained it was a child-proof
cap and she'd have to open it for her. Eyes wide with won-
der, the little girl asked: "How does it know it's me?"
SUSAN (age 4) was drinking juice when she got the hic-
cups. ""Please don't give me this juice again,” she said, "It
makes my teeth cough."

CLINTON (age 5) was in his bedroom looking worried.
When his Mum asked what was troubling him, he replied,
"I don't know what'll happen with this bed when I get
married. How will my wife fit in?"

JAMES (age 4) was listening to a Bible story. His dad
read: "The man named Lot was warned to take his wife
and flee out of the city but his wife looked back and was
turned to sait." Concerned, James asked: ""What
happened to the flea?"

TAMMY (age 4) was with her mother when they met an
elderly, rather wrinkled woman her Mum knew. Tammy
looked at her for a while and then asked, "Why doesn't
your skin fit your face?"

The Sermon 1 think this Mum will never forget.... this
particular Sunday sermon..." Dear Lord," the minister
began, with arms extended toward heaven and a raptur-
ous look on his upturned face. ""Without you, we are but
Dust..." He would have continued but at that moment my
very obedient daughter who was listening leaned over to
me and asked quite audibly in her shrill little four year
old girl veice, ""Mum, what is butt dust?"

Jave 2007
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WHITE WINES

School of Motoring

v/ DSA APPROVED DRIVING INSTRUCTOR

v PROFESSIONAL. , PATIENT , FRIENDLY 8 RELIABLE
v' HIGH PASS RATES ns‘
v' MANUAL OR AUTOMATIC TUITION (L/

v STRUCTURED COURSES

v' 1 OR 2 HOURLY LESSONS @

¢

v INTENSIVE COURSES AVAILABLE iy
Agency

instructor
{Car)

v MOTORWAY TUITION & PAss PLUS
v’ AU - PAIR / FOREIGN STUDENT ASSESSMENTS
v DISCOUNTS FOR BLOCK BOOKING & INTENSIVES

v DISCOUNTS FOR ‘LOCALS’ & ‘VILLAGERS'
( WITH THIS AD’)

07944 509438 or
Aylesbury (01296) 688547
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ASTON ABBOTTS PARISH COUNCIL

Unofficial minutes from the meeting held on 9™ May 2007. PRESENT: Clirs. C. Higgs, D. Dicken, J.Hardcastle, A.
Stefanczyk, R.Clarke and K.Curry. Apologies were received from: Clir. Peter Shorrock, Rebecca Hunt and
P.C.Callaghan. Four members of the public attended.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and signed.

MATTERS ARISING

Clir Shorrock was unanimously voted Chairman Clir Higgs was elected Vice Chairman.
Councillors were appointed to committees as follows:

o Street Lighting Officer: Andy Stefanczyk

0 Planning Committee: Peter Shorrock, Judy Hardcastle, Kate Curry and Dickie Dicken.
o Transport: Colin Higgs

o Highways: Richard Clarke, Kate Curry and Andy Stefanczyk

Recreation Ground: Richard Clarke

COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT COUNCIL AND POLICE MATTERS

No-one was present from the County Council or Police.

District Councillor Peter Cooper was present and gave the following reports:

Local election results gave the Conservative party a clear lead for the first time in eight years, and guarantees that the
major development projects in Aylesbury town centre will be completed.

At the recent Area Committee meeting it was requested that the A418 between Rowsham and Wing be moved into Area
12 for the speed limit review, thus ensuring it is dealt with in the near future. Highways are also considering a re-
quest for permanent diversion signs to be placed in Aston Abbotts to divert traffic when the A418 is closed due to
incidents.

The decision on the new route for the A418 should be made by September. Friends of the Earth are opposing the new
road altogether, and a review is being carried out of their proposals.

PLANNING

07/01060/AGD Land Adj Windmill Hill Barns. Erection of building to use as tractor / machinery store. Additional in-
formation had been requested and supplied to support this application. Resolved to continue to oppose it as the new
information does not address the concerns previously voiced by the Parish Council.

VILLAGE PLAN

Dickie Dicken has started to ask for volunteers to form a steering committee.

VEHICLE ACTIVATED SPEED SIGNS

1t was decided not to apply for signs at present, but to possibly consider the matter again in the future.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP

Kate Curry explained that money may be available from BCC to support work to local public rights of way. Agreed to
place a notice in the Chronicle asking people to identify any problems they encounter when using the footpaths and
bridleways in the Parish.

RECREATION GROUND

Safety check — children’s play area - up to date. The new seat has been installed and the bonfire area cut prior to re-
seeding. The goal posts are to be repaired. It was agreed to accept a quote for £140 to repair the two holes in the
skateboard ramp. It is still planned to officially open the children’s play area on the village ‘Czech Day’.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING To confirm that the next Parish Council Meeting will be on Wednesday 20® June 2007
at 8pm in the Church Room.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO COME ALONG
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a bright start for all

brightstart nursery is situated in the safe, secure grounds of win-
grave cc school, where we have seen many children grow up and
move onto school.

the nursery has recently undergone many changes - a new sensory
room, a complete

major facelift, including complete re-decoration, new flooring new
menu, and finally a new manager.

we supply care for babies, teddlers, pre-school emergency child-
care and also provide

before/after school care and holiday playschemes. the nursery is
registered for free government funding for pre-school age children.

the nursery has many plans for its future at wingrave - a sensory
garden is next on the agenda as well as a 'toddle waddle’ where
proceeds will be sent to barnados charity

since November, we have included basic French in our nursery rou-
tine, this has proved to be

very successful,

come and meet our friendly, caring staff

for more details please contact sharon moore -
nursery manager on 01296 682695

Benhan%
Hliams

Accouniants aad Busincss Advisers

For a friendly, independent and
prolessional scrvice for your business and
taxation matters

Preparation of accounts fos busincsscs of all sizes
Business start-ups

Book-keeping and VAT returns

Incoame and corporation tax

Tax Returns for individuals, businesses and
companics

Payroll bureau

Need help?
Please give Paul Benhem a call.

Tel: 01296 611511

Ashton House, 14 Gramville Sisest, Aylesinny,
Buckinghamshire. HPZ0 2R

FULLY LICENSED PRIVATE HIRE OPERATOR

'BUTLERS

AT YOUR SERVICE

We specialise in airport and long distance work:-
% Fixed prices - what we quote is what you pay

* No additional charge for weekends, bank holidays
unsocial hours

* Absolutely no hidden charge

* Modern air conditioned cars

FOR A BOCOKING OR A QUOTE
Please Ring Colin on:-

01296 583577
07802 746711

E-mail: colin.butler @taxidriver.co.
www.butlers-private-hire-cars-aylesbury.com

§3 Ramworth Way, Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 7EY

QUALIFIED CARPENTER

RELIABLE WITH COMPETITIVE RATES

KITCHEN, FLOORING, WARDROBES, DOORS,
DECKING, ANY HOUSEHOLD CARPENTRY
NO JOB TOO SMALL

COME ON LADIES! GET SOMEONE ELSE TO
DO ALL THOSE JOBS YOU'VE BEEN ASKING
HUBBY TO DO FOR AGES!

PHONE ANDY ON: 01525 240691
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ASTON ABBOTTS VIH-LAGE FETE
DOG SHOW

SATURDAY 21st JULY
STARTS ATTPM -
IN THE GROVE FIELD
7 CLASSES TO CHOOSE FROM

POG WITH THE WAGGIEST TAIL
BEST CHILP HANPLER
MOST HANDSOME POG

PRETTIEST BITCH
SCRUFFIEST POG
BEST PUPPY ( UNDEK1YEAK )

BEST OF SHOW ( JUDGES CHOICE!!1)
Poggis bags will be

4

Provided upon show entry
(in case of mishaps 11! )
SATURPAY 21s¢t of July ..........
A day not #o br missed !
PRICE OF ENTRY :£1.50 FOR 1 CLASS

2 20 26 2 24 24 20 24 2 2 26 24 24 2 2020 34 2 2 20 26 2 2 26 2 24 2 2 26 20 24 2 2 3 2 242020 20 2 2 54 2 2 2 2 2 2 2424 2 2 2 242 2 2 3 3 26 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 26 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 o
* [ ] * [ ] L] [ ] [ ] L ]

*****************************************************************************************

£ 2.50 FOR 2 CLASSES
£ 3.50 FOR 3 CLASSES

e ok e ek e ke e Ak sk ks ek sk e ok e ok e e A ek e e Tk sk ok ok sk sk ok e ek e e ok e sk sk ok ek ke e Ak ke
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LAWNMOWERS

GARDEN MACHINERY - QUADS
service - SALES - Repairs

USED MACHINES AVAILABLE

eEIENES POLARIS

RGC ENGINEERS, MURSLEY
Tel: (01296) 720066 or (01296) 681007
LOCAL COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

KX ALl MAJOF CREDIT CARDS ACCIFTID KX

WINGRAVE GARAGE

Terry Bracey-Wright & Michael Mitchell
Telephone 01296-681543

Your local MOT centi'e

By appointment 9.00am fo 5.30 pm Monday to Friday
Free retests

Servicing and Repairé
Petrol and Diesel Sales |

Bottled Gas stockist

“*** Free Courtesy Car *™**
We are happy to give you an estimate even for the smallest job! M?st credit cards taken
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Astonbury 6

July 14th 2007
Starts 7.30pm

The weather will be great
Come and have a great time.
Be part of the village experience

Bring a picnic , tables and chairs .....

or just a rug . Were you there last year?

Or just be there for the music Tell your friends what a great

Local stars, great bands, brilliant fun ! time you had
Get them 1o be there this year
Let's make it bigger and
better

Family concert
Recreation Ground

Tickets £7.50 in advance £10.00 on the gate
Tickets from John Whyte on 01296681685 : Available now

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

We have a new notice board! And a new home for it!

Following the closure of Bernard’s shop, the old location of the notice board alongside it no longer
seemed appropriate, and the new notice board has been erected (with the consent of our vicar, Derek
Witchell, for which we are grateful), outside the Church Room. At the moment it does not have the
Parish Council’s name on it, but this will be added as soon as the firm who made it have done the
lettering.

If you want to see official parish council notices, dates and times of meetings, etc., this is where you
should now look.

Peter Shorrock
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On May 1Ist Wingrave School held their annual May day celebra-
tions. The children walked around the village giving out their poses
to the villagers who watched the parade. The traditional May Pole
and Country dancing was enjoyed by all. The weather was superb.

We tiked
LYY oue

2,

we C(iRedSthging

S .
30““3,"‘\"‘-9[)@9

Chelsea

4
2e

- ~

Reception Class wanted to share with you what they enjoyed most.

Bulishit and Brilliance

A wealthy old lady decides to go on a photo safari in Africa, taking her
faithful aged poodle named Cuddles, along for the company. One day the
poodle starts chasing butterflies and before long, Cuddles discovers that
he's lost.. Wandering about, he notices a leopard heading rapidly in his
direction with the intention of having lunch.

FREE PLAYSTATION ONE WITH
GAMES. A Sony PS1 games console with
half a dozen games. Complete, and in good
working order. Free to anybody who wants
it. Phone 681544.

Don't forget to tell us about
your birthdays, anniversaries,
etc, so that we can send you a
greeting in the Gossip Column

TO PLACE AN
ADVERT IN THE
CHRONICLE
PLEASE CONTACT]
PHIL CORRIGAN
ON

01296 688191

The old poodie thinks, "Oh, oh! I'm in deep shit now!" Noticing some

bones on the ground close by, he immediately settles down to chew on the .

bones with his back to the approaching cat. Just as the leopard is about to The Chron].Cle
leap the old poodle exclaims loudly, "Boy, that was one delicious leopard! . .

I wonder if there are any more around here?" Advertising rates per annum
Hearing this, the young leopard halts his attack in mid-strike, a look of

terror comes over him and he slinks away into the trees. "Whew!", says the FULL PAGE Back £100
leopard, "That was close! That old poodle nearly had me!" Inside £80

Meanwhile, a monkey who had been watching the whole scene from a HALF PAGE Inside £40
nearby tree, figures he can put this knowledge to good use and trade i.t for QUARTER PAGE Inside £25
protection from the leopard. So off he goes, but the old poodle sees him

heading after the leopard with great speed, and figures that something ONE OFFS Fuil £20
must be up. The monkey soon catches up with the leopard, spills the beans Half £15
and strikes a deal for himself with the leopard. Quarter £10
The young leopard is furious at being made a fool of and says, "Here,

monkey, hop on my back and seec what's going to happen to that conniving Seasonal and short term ads are also accepted at these rates
canine! Send copy and cheque payable to
Now, the old poodle sces the leopard coming with the monkey on his back “The Chronicle’ to

and thinks, "What am I going to do now?", but instead of running, the dog . .

sits down with his back to his attackers, pretending he hasn't seen them Phil Corrigan

yet, and just when they get close enough to hear, the old poodie says. 5. Nash’s Farm, Aston Abbotts, Bucks
"Where's that damn monkey? I sent him off an hour ago to bring me an- 01296 688191

other leopard! comriganpc@aol.com

Moral of this story....

Don't mess with old farts. Age and treachery will always overcome youth

FPape 2 - The CHRONICLE
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You may recall that 1 related the random attempt by
someone to kick down the front door of my house ear-
lier this year. The police officer who happened to be
passing at the time has now been appointed as our
Neighbourhood Officer. Below is published his uned-
ited letter for your information. Ed

NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE OFFICER

John;

I did meet you ref that attempted burglary in January,
if you remember, when we came across you coming
down the road. Anyway, as you may know, [ am Pc
3388 Frank Callaghan and I am your new Neighbour-
hood officer. Basically there have recently been some
changes whereby response officers have been split
from the newly formed Neighbourhood officers. What
this means, hopefully, is that the neighbourhood offi-
cers should be left alone to be able to patrol their local
areas and to deal with incidents in the community i.e.
local problems whether that be anti social behaviour
or bouts of criminal damage etc amongst other things.
The response should pick up immediate or urgent type
incidents such as Burglaries and assaults etc.

In the past as we had all been response officers and it
may well be that you have not regularly seen officers
patrolling your village. This was because all of us
were having to respond ASAP to incidents all over
the central and east area's of Buckinghamshire which
meant that we had little time to actually get out of a
vehicle and walk around especially as there may have
been only one or two on duty at a time.

I am presently responsible for eleven villages from
Great Brickhill in the North to Hardwick in the South
of my area. Obviously everyone wants a fair propor-
tion of my time so I cannot spend all of my time in
the same area. I also have to be aware as to where the
main problems are and maybe give more of my time

to that area to try and resolve the problems. This does
not mean that I will not patrol all the villages as

often as I can bearing the above in mind and hopefully
you will get more attention than you have had in re-
cent years. That said I am always available if anyone
needs to contact me for advice or whatever they

think may be pertinent on the Thames Valley Police
number of 084S 8 505 505. If I am on duty I will
hopefully respond on the day but if not you can leave
a message on my voice mail which the operator will
put you through to and I will then get in touch when
next on duty.

Just to reiterate that if someone needs the police im-
mediately i.e. if a burglary or theft is taking place or
there are suspicious persons in the area then they can
call on the three nines or the above number and a
response unit should be able to attend as soon as they
are able to. It needs to be emphasised that any of the
above types of incident should be called in immedi-
ately and not left as it seriously diminishes the
chances of apprehending any offenders.

I would just further like to say that Aston Abbotts is a
relatively quiet village compared to most on my area
and there has only been one dwelling burglary since
the beginning of the year which I believe was
unfortunately yours. There has been no car crime there
that I am aware of over the same period of time. A
useful web site for your readers regarding home secu-
rity can be found on www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
reduction/saferhomes/safehome/index.htm.

If anyone wishes to liaise further re this I am quite
happy to visit them and give advice.

If there is anything else that you require of me please
contact me and I will endeavour to oblige.

Regards Frank.

CUBLINGTON FETE

Saturday, 16" June @ 1pm
* Starting at 1pm so come for a BBQ lunch *

Special attractions include - Brass Band The Accordian Band The Electralites
Majorettes Smartie Artie The Vintage tractors Children's fancy dress Barrow of

booze The Grand Prize Raffle.

Pig roast and live acts from 7pm planned for the Unicorn

Not forgetting the coconut shy, splat the rat, skittles, produce, plants, Pimms, second hand books, chil-

dren's toys and many many more....

One Free Entry Voucher to the Cublington Fete on 16™ June 2007 with a paying adult.

Jare 2007
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Freelance professional florist

Kidney’Research UK
London Bridges Walk 2007

I
P D adoe A e i ol iy den B

Sunday 24th June 2007

Starts at 1 tam
Distance approximately 7 miles

For all your floristry requirements

Specialising in weddings and functions

Using only the freshest flowers from Dutch and

English suppliers. Walk London’s most
Meadow hire famous bridges and

help fund research

to save lives!

. Special event t-shirt
. Goodie bag
- Refreshments /" i
. Raffle -

For weddings, parties etc. quality china, cutlery,
tlassware, table linen and much more all available for hire.

CONTACTUSON:
Office 01296 688852
Mobile 07984 392136

SN '@

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE :

e 3 e B ke e e e e e e e ke e e e e e e B e S e St B e S B e e e

Call 08456 12 12 26 or email ("\_

events@kidneyresearchuk.org Kidnéy)keseorchUK
for more information or to enter the event N e gt may e 332082

i 335 9 e e e e e e e e St Bhe B Bt e B B S B e B B e S B e e B e e i e

%

o Tree Surgery, Removal, Pruning
¢ Tree Reports and Consultancy

e Hedge Trimming, Stump Grinding

¢ Fully qualified and insured -

TREE STRATEGIES
Dip. Sci. Arb; NPT.C.
¢ 15 Years Arboricultural Experience
01296 620 620 07921 366 102

treestrategies@msn.com www.treestrategies.co.uk

Your L(jcal Qualified Tree Professionals
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The Aston Abbotts and Cublington
Ladies Club meets twice a month in
the Church Room, Aston Abbotts.
All ladies from Aston Abbotts and
Cublington are very welcome.
Please contact Shirley Ford on

681865 for more information.

ASTON ABBOTTS & CUBLINGTON LADIES CLUB

Ladies Club April 26"

21 members were present at today’s meeting. After the minutes were
read and approved our speakers for today were introduced. They were
in fact two sisters, Liz Lloyd & Cherry Ann Evans who had come
along to deliver a talk intriguingly entitled ‘How to be an evacuee’.
Evidently, in September 1939, they and their mother moved to Win-
grave with eighty or so other children to get away from the bombing.
For their particular family, what was hoped to be a relatively short stay,
stretched out to be ten years! However, their time in Wingrave was far
from dull as their highly amusing talk about people and events of the
time demonstrated.

They were thanked by Daphne Rogers.

Tea hostesses were Margaret Hinds & Doreen Powys and our lucky
raffle winner was June Brine.

Shirley Ford.

BRILLIANT QUIZ NIGHT

Sam Crawley hosted and compiled the Quiz Night at the Church Room
on Tuesday evening 14" May. The teams , some of which were 6 strong
and one gallant team 3 strong (Ed was one of the gallant three), gave

themselves appropriate names like ‘The Hammered Spurs Unbridled’, ‘A

few Gnomes’, ‘Alpacas Anon’, ‘The Bogenders’ and the ‘The Plotters’.

Some of the questions were very innovative — see if you can answer
them?

It occurs once in a minute, twice in a week and once in a year, what is it?

Which animal was domesticated first, the cat or the dog?

What group were George Harrison, Paul McCartney and John Lennon
in together as well as the Beatles?

What is the fastest animal on Earth?
What is the Star of India?

Sam and her partner Geoff Ryan have recently moved into the village
and thanked everyone for making them feel so welcomed.- although
Geoff did remark that he was told ‘don’t go out in the fog’. Andy Bystra
thanked Sam for her “first quiz’ and trusted she could be encouraged to
host another. Proceeds of the evening went towards the Czech Weekend.
Ed ( answers on page 33 )

CHURCH ROOM
BOOKINGS

Please contact Colin Higgs on
681343 if you wish to book the
Church Room

Rates are as follows:
For Villagers:

£5 per hour (plus metered
electricity)

and £50 Booking Deposit
(Returnable)

For Non-Villagers:
£15 per hour (plus electricity)

and £50 Booking Deposit
(Returnable)

There is also a preparation

and clearing away charge

FAMILY FORTUNES - real answers
Name the capital of France ? - F

Name a bird with a long Neck? -
Naomi Campbell

Name an occupation where you might need
atorch? - A burglar

Where is the Taj Mahal? -

Opposite the Dental Hospital

What is Hitler 's first name? - Heil
Name a famous Scotsman? - Jock
Name some famous brothers? -
Bonrnie and Clyde ..

Name a dangerous race? - The Arabs
Name a famous Royal? - Mail

Name something you do in the bathroom? -
Decorate

Name a method of securing your home? -
Put the kettle on ‘

Name a sign of the Zodiac? - April

Name something people might be allergic
to? - Skiing

Name something you put on walls? -

A roof

Name something slippery? - 4 conman
Name a kind of ache? - 4 fillet of fish
[1 particularly liked this one. Ed]
Name a jacket potato topping? - Jam

Name a food that can be brown or white? -
A potato

Jane 2007
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PARROTT&COALESLLP

solicitors

Intelligent, practical advice on all personal and
business related matters including

Moving House - Eﬁployment
Personal Injury " Business Leases
Family Agricultural

Wills & Inheritance Tax Planning Estate Administration |
Property & Consumer Disputes

Please let us know if we can help you.

14 Bourbon Street, Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 2RS

01296 318500

www.parrottandcoalesllp.co.uk
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GNOMES GET HOT
AT THE BALLET

Recently a small group of GNOMES
namely, Sally (Clarke), Kate, Christine,
Jackie and 1, went to the Civic Centre to
see Swan Lake performed by the Vienna
Festival ballet company. The quality of
the dancing was very good though we
were being deafened by the loud and
somewhat distorted sound. The smoke
machine was working overtime, creating
an atmospheric vapour to waft around the
stage. The tension was palpable as the
story reached it’s climax, we watched awe
inspired as the dying swan took her last
breath, when suddenly the house lights
came on and we were ordered to evacuate,
as there was a fire on stage! There was no
alarm and no panic, only disappointment;
Sally was especially disappointed as there
was not a single hunky fireman in sight!!
The fire was minor, and quickly brought
under control by the staff. The excite-
ment over, five rather deflated GNOMES
made their way sorrowfully home.

Carol Spooner

OPEN GARDENS IN WINGRAVE
16™H AND 17™ JUNE

More than 20 gardens will be open in
Wingrave and Rowsham between
11.30am and 6pm on Saturday 16"
and Sunday 17" June, with lunches and
teas being available in the village on
both days. There will also be an exhibi-
tion of creative work in the Community

YOUR

PARISH COUNCIL

PETER SHORROCK (Chairman)
Oak Farm House ~ 681260

REBECCA HUNT (Parish Clerk)
1 Firs Cottages -688166

COLIN HIGGS
6 Wingrave Road ~ 681343

RICHARD CLARKE
Maplewood, The Green ~ 681286
DICKIE DICKEN
Norduck House ~ 688577

JUDY HARDCASTLE
Marloes, Lines Hill ~ 688070

ANDY STEFANCZYK
73 The Green ~ 0774 2957684
(Street Lighting Officer)

KATE CURRY
2 Norduck Cottages, Moat Lane - 681137

District Councillor

PETER COOPER
Brewhouse Lane, Rowsham ~ 681250

County Councillor

QUINTIN INGS-CHAMBERS

Parochial Church Council
Rev Derek Witchell 682320 Gordon Kemp 681763
Shirley Ford 681865 Ann Goodman 681763
Andrew Ford 681865 Colin Higgs 681343
Andy Bystra 681690 April Curnow 681459

Caroline Abel Smith Secretary John Abel Smith Treasurer

Centre by village artists and craftsmen. 100 CLUB WINNERS FOR
May
Come and enjoy our gardens and stay for
lunch or tea (or both!). Tickets and maps £50 Kate Cur ry
will be available from the gardens at £4 for
each day or £6 for two days £10 Geoff Ryan
Jaws 2007
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small village pub... - ¥
o cony day g sk ony fdnd flond i

2007 Good Pub Gulde + 2007 Real Ale Guide 2007 Good Food Gukde + 2007 Foodie Cide

/%Mém AVOX - Best Community Pub for 2007

We hate to disappoint vilagers and as we are getting busier
We encourage you £o book your table in advance,

Don't forget to ask about joining our loyaity scheme...

"t " " " g g T

Pagpe 30 - The CHRONICLE

Flowers for all »Occasions

1 am an experienced city and guild trained fiorist and can make

and deliver professionally designed houquets, arrangements,
table decorations or funeral flowers

Prices range from £5 for a child’s gift posy, table decoration from
£10, hand tied bouquets from £20 and funeral flowers from £30.

1 am based in Aston Abbotts and will defiver your chosen design,
free of charge, to any address within a 5 mile radius of the
village. | can also deliver cutside this area for a reasonahle

charge.
Please telephone Jayne for further details or email to receive a
selection of sample photographs.

Telophone 01296 681066
07952 255639

E-mail jaking1@hotmail.co.uk

Your local butcher for all your farm fresh needs:

v’ Poultry

v Home Cooked Hams
v’ Sausages

v’ Pies

v’ Preserves

v’ Fruit & Veg

v Home Produced Beef
and Lamb

Order now from the family butcher. Established since 1914

PARROTT BROS

Butchers and Farmers, Beechmoor Farm, Cublington Road,
Whitchurch, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 4LG Tel: 01296 641207
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The Chronicle Crossword

MAY SOLUTIONS

JUNE 2007 ACROSS
1 2 3 4 5 ['s 7 8 1 Craft 4 Cycle 7 Cam
9 Bacon 11 Use 12 Exist
EA R n 12 16 Inn 17 Cabin
" . 18 Optical 20 Pickaxe
22 Tenfold 24 Croquet
" s 6 1 26 Nanny 28 Sob
32 Admit 34 Err
18 19 20 21
35 Argue 38 Dad
39 Petit 40 Fours
22 23 24 25 DOWN
1 Cab 2 Arc 3 Tinet
4 Crucial 5 Clean-up
26 27 28 2 30 6 Ewe 7 Climb
" 8 Matinee 10 Ale 14 Rio
‘ I. 15 Satin 17 Cacao
32 33 34 35 36 37 19 COOky 21 Abuse
. i 22 Tankard 23 Dessert
24 Cabaret 25 Tap
38 39 40
27 Nomad 29 Staff
ACROSS DOWN
1 Animals track (5) 1 Twitch (3)
4 To do with the nose (5) 2 Type of cooker (3)
7 Navigational system (1-1-1) 3 Parking space on road (3-2)
9 Mad (5) 4 Used for babies (7)
11 Used for 12 across (3) -5 Early American traveller (7)
12 Goes in 11 across (5) 6 Around your mouth (3)
13 Small roll (3) 7 Large person (5)
14 Black hardwood (5) 8 Himalayan country (7)
16  Unwell (3) 10 Curved bone in your chest (3)
17 More than usual (5) 14 Approx arrival time (1-1-1)
18  Sometime seen in the village (7) 15  Equal with (2-3)
20 Pour down (7) 17 Eject from house (5)
22 Largetent (7) 19 Ontop of bread (5)
24 Collects (7) 21 Not moving (5)
26  Darkness (5) 22 Have control of (7)
28  America (1-1-1) 23 Country in South America (7)
29  The devil (5) 24 Allow (7)
31 Nothing (3) 25  Small coin from Japan (3)
32 Belgian city (5) 27  Blue and Yellow mixed (5)
34 Small speck (3) 29  Hits (5)
35  Change (5) 30 Top card (3)
38  Noise (3) 33 Detective (abbr) (3)
39  Made well (5) 36  Short for Thomas (3)
40 W W 1 Battle (5) 37  Type of grain (3)
Compiled by ROD ROTHERO

Jane 2007
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Trendz
Unisex hair salon
Call for appoihtment on
01296 681282
Or 07766656%11

Price list
Soyling
Cut & finish....£20.00
Wet cut.....£15.00
Biow dry (short hair).....£10.00
Biow dry (long hair).....£14.00
‘Basic hair up....... £20.00
Shampoo, set & put up.....£30.00
Shampoo & set.....£15.00

Mens
Cut & finish......£19.00

Cap hi lites.....£15.00

Colour
Full head tine.....£31.00
Regrowth tint.....£27.50
Full head hi [fees... £90.00
Half head bl lites....£27.50

Hair extensions
European human hair
Half head from......£190.00
Full head from.....£290.00
Above prices inCiude ohe Colour for 3
second Colour extra....£50.00
Re~fix......£30.00
Removal of hair extensions....£40.00

Manicures and pedicures
Flie 4 paint...£8.50
Fuli manicure...£20.00
Pedicure.....£25.00

Bridal services
Bridal hair .......£90.00
Bridal make up.....£60.00
InCiluding triat before and oh wedding

Call for a free consuitation

Pape 32 - The CHRONICLE
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The view from the vicarage........

‘As lead singer of the ‘Stereophonics’, Kelly Jones
has it all: multiple houses, a silver Porche, megastar
friends. And he owes it all to his father, who gave up
his own pop career to raise his family. Arwyn Kelly, a
factory worker with a voice to rival Tom Jones, was
talent-spotted in the Sixties while singing at pubs
around the Welsh mining town of Cwmaman. He was
signed by the Hollies’ manager and spent months in
the studio with George Martin, the Beatles producer.
But the brutal schedule meant he hardly saw his wife
Beryl or their two young children. Kelly says, ‘One
day he came home on the train and my mum met him
with my brother Lee. Lee didn’t know who he was
because he had been away so long, and that broke his
heart. He was supposed to be going back to London
on the Monday, but he rang up and said there was a
gas leak and he wasn’t going to make it. He never
went back.” Arwyn returned to the factory, and Beryl
had another son — Kelly. ‘If he hadn’t given it up, I
probably wouldn’t have been born, but he chose his
home over everything else. He could have had it all,
but he didn’t want it.”’

(Mail on Sunday quoted in The Week)

Flicking through the diary I see that this month we
have a chance to celebrate Fathers on the 17" June.
Being a father too I know how easy it is to be affected

by the contagious and virulent virus ‘Affluenza’,
which drives us to concentrate on achieving star
status, fame, the big job, the big house, the big toys
and the flashy holidays, working long hours to try to
get the absolute best for us and our families. Unfortu-
nately, along with the drive come side-effects - de-

. pression, anxiety, addiction and envy.

The good news is that at least one antidote to
‘Affluenza’ has been found — faith in a loving God
who promises to give us ‘life in all its fullness’ to fa-
thers and their families without the bad side-effects.
God, our loving heavenly Father, has great advice as
to how to be the best Father, with no bad side-effects.
Through his followers He says:

‘Husbands, go all out in your love for your wives, ex-
actly as Christ did for the Church — a love marked by
giving, not getting.....making her whole.....your words
evoking her beauty, everything you say or do designed
to bring out the best in her.’

‘Father, don’t exasperate your children by coming
down hard on them. Take them by the hand and lead
them in the way of the Master (Jesus).’

Fathers have a tough job so don’t forget to give them
the one present they really want — tell them how much
you love them.

Evensong & Sunday Evening Services in
Aston Abbotts

Just another reminder that services are held on one

Sunday each month in our beautiful village church.
They are very ‘user friendly’, commence at 6.00pm
and are usually conducted by Colin Smart.

With our very own Nigel Palmer playing the organ,
they are becoming increasingly popular, so if you
would like to come along to these friendly and uplift-
ing services, please make a note that the next will be
held on;-

July 22nd, 23rd Sept. (Spm) 16th Dec, 23rd Dec m %

Shalom Derek
Answers to Quiz Questions
1 The letter E
2 The dog
3 The Quarry men
4 The peregrine falcon
5 Precious stone- sapphire in the Coronation
Crown

If you are unable to do your duty rota please
arrange to change with the next person

Church Sidesman Cleaning
3rd June Mrs S Ford w/e 2nd Mr Kemp/Mrs Goodman Flowers
10th Mr G Kemp 9th  Mrs Bean/Mr Higgs 2/3 Mrs Loader
17th Mrs A Curnow 16th  Mr Bystra/Mrs Curnow 9/10 Mrs Ford
24th British Legion Parish Council 23rd  Mrs Parker/Caroline Lane 16/17 Donated
Ist July Mr A Ford 30th Mr A Ford/Mss S Ford 23/24 Festival
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" Pest Control

By the BEE’s Knees at MSC Ltd

Environment Agency Cerificate Number TWE/673982
Member of British Institutes of Cleaning Science BICS

Wasps £35.00 Inclusive
Guaranteed, No Hiklen Charges

.. Pigeon netting and pointing
protectlon Mess removal and
disposal in accordance with
DEFRA and EA. Certificates of
disposal supplied.

— ,e:%

@ Rats/mice all trapped and
~ x.» i/ disposed of in accordance
> with DEFRA and EA.

> . Woodworm, Cockroaches,
L_‘,\}:_,f; Insects, Flies, Squirrels.

T: 01296 424284 M: 07950 379250
E: fim@mtsfc.co.uk
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Aston Abbotts ~ St James;
Wing —- All Saints; Wingrave - St Peter & St Paul

SERVICES FOR JUNE 2007

Cublington - St Nicholas,

SUNDAY 3% | Aston Abbotts | 09.15 | Morning Prayer
Trinity Cublington .| 09.15 |Family Communion
Wing 08.00 | BCP Holy Communion
10.45 | People’s Praise
Wingrave 09.15 | Holy Communion
THURSDAY 7™ | Wing 09.30 | Holy Communion
Thanksgiving for the
Institution of Holy
Communion
SUNDAY 10™ | Aston Abbotts |09.15 | Holy Communion
Trinity 1 Cublington 09.15 | Family Service
Wing 09.15 | Family Communion
Wingrave 10.45 | Family Communion
THURSDAY 14™ | Wing ~109.30 | Holy Communion
SUNDAY 17™ | Aston Abbotts | 09.15 | Holy Communion
Trinity 2 Cublington 18.00 | Songs of Praise
Wing 08.00 | Holy Communion
10.45 | Holy Communion
Wingrave 08.00 | BCP Holy Communion
09.15 | People’s Praise
THURSDAY 21%" | Wing 09.30 | Holy Communion
SUNDAY 24™ | Aston Abbotts | 11.00 | Czech Service
Trinity 3 Wing 08.00 | Holy Communion
Wingrave 18.00 | A Celebration of
Ministry with
Bishop Alan
THURSDAY 28™ | Wing 09.30 | Holy Communion
HELEN PEACOCK - A brass plate, has been set in concrete in the Rec, at the request of our Parish Coun-
cil, who have paid for the work. It is set next to a decorative tree planted last year near the play area to re-
member Helen Peacock who sadly died after quite a long illness on the 9th August 2005 aged 42. Helen lived
with her husband Andrew and daughter Kirsty in Ross Rd.

s 2007
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LOUISE DAVIS CATERING

“"‘ ) v '.~
‘3\\\\\ \uﬂ///////

QUALITY HOME COOKED FOOD
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

TEL: 01296 641179

OFSTED INSPECTED

& WINGRA VEPRE—SCHO()(@ YOGA

WEEDON OLD SCHOOL
THURSDAY 19.30 - 21.00

For children aged 2% - 5 years
Monday - Friday 9.30-12.00
The Community Centre, Church St, Wingrave

Come and join this small

01296 681700 - 0787 078757 friendly class

Or
Terri-Anne Perkins

01296 63193 Ring Paul Blissett on 07963 011796
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The Aston Abbotts Telephone List

100 Club Colin Higgs 681343 NHS Direct 24hr Medical Advice Line 0845 46 47
630 Club Andy Bystra 681690 Parish Clerk Rebecca Hunt 688166
AVDC Switchboard 585858 Parish Council Leader  Peter Shorrock 681260
Baby & Toddlers Group Kim Gayler 681123 Police Emergencies 999
Buses L&S 415468 Police Non-emergency 08458 505 505
Chronicle Advertising  Phil Corrigan 688191 Police Aylesbury 396000
Chronicle Disfribuion ~ Andy Bystra 681690 Police Wing Police Office 396163
Chronicle Editorial John Hardcastle 688070 Railways Chiltern 0870 516 5165
Church Mowing Rota  Geoff Curnow 681459 Rambier's Club Colin Higgs 681343
Church Room Hire Colin Higgs 681343 Rector Reverend Derek Witchell
Citizens Advice Aylesbury 0870 126 4056 Refuse Collection Enquiries 585510
Coach Trips Colin Higgs 681343 Roads & Transport Colin Higgs 681343
Council Aylesbury Vale District 585858 Royal Oak Teri & Gary Moult 681262
Council Bucks County Council 395000 RSPCA General Enquiries 08705 555 999
District Councillor Peter Cooper 681250 Scouts Julia Ellis 681118
Fete Coordinator April Curnow 681459 Whist Colin Higgs 681343
Floral Class Colin Higgs 681343 Wingrave Preschool Claire Upton 681700
GN.OMES. Carol Spooner 681544 Wingrave Post Office (PO only) 682964
Hospital Stoke Mandeville 315000 Wingrave Post Office  (Stores) 681696
Ladies Club Shirley Ford 681865 Wingrave School Office 681436
LBO Reports Colin Higgs 681343
Milkman Ron Miller Dairies 482838 _
Mobile Library Buckingham Library 01280 813229 Please let uo hnaw of any exnoxs ox omisoions
e
MOWING ROTA WLV\,@ rave

2nd June Caroline Lane )

9th Nigel Palmer Villa 9 e Fete

16th Geoff Curnow Avylesbury Vale Disfri?:f Council's

23rd Andy Bystra Perfzot Village Sunday projcct

30th Phil Spooner

7th July Gordon Kemp

If you are unable to match the rota please change with a colleague

Sunday, July g7

1Ipmt — 4pme
at the Recreation qround....

Something to cheer you up.

UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE

Bamber Gascoigne : What was Ghandi's first name?
Contestant : Goosey, Goosey?

1f you are interested in having a table at ts event please contact Afison Bowen on

F E O7973 804611 or email alison®@ead-itd.com

Orgonised this year by WINGRAVE PRE-SCHOOL and WWRSAL

ars 2007
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(Served from Mon to Thursday between 12 to 2.30)

The Unicorn is aware that many of our customers would
like to have a set price lunch menu
With this in mind The Unicorn has created a
2 course and 3 course menu based on our fresh Country style cooking

2 Counses - £9.95 3 Cowunses - £12.95

MONDAY IS Q\VIZ NIGHT
WEDNESDAY 1§ PATRICK'S AAVTHENTIC C\V/RRY NIGHT

FEAT\V/RED IN THE 2007 GOOD BE€ER GUIDE,
GOOD PUB QUIDE, REAL ALE GQUIDE
AND FINALISTS IN
AYLESBURY WVALE VILLAGE P\JB CONMPETITION

Family friendly pub -~ Large beer garden
Visit us soon... food served everyday

MONDAY TO THURSDAY 12.00 TO 2.30 & 6.30 TO 92.00
FRIDAY 12.00 TO 2.30 & 6.30 TO 9.30

SATURDAY 12.00 TO 4.00 & 6.30 TO 9.30

SUNDAY 12.00 TO 4.00

TO RESERVE YOUR TABLE PLEASE CALL US ON 01296 681 261

THE UNICORN, HIGH STREET, CUBLINGTON, NR.. LEIGHTON BUZZARD, BEDS, LU7 0LQ.

Page 38 - The CHRONILE ure 2007



‘What's On In June

Monday 4th C/Clir Quintin Ings Chambers
Cluster Meeting 6.30pm Church Room Add ress
Tuesday Sth Parochial Church Council 7.30pm  Church Room
Thursday 7th Coffee/Shop 10 - 12noon Church Room Please note that all
Ladies Club 2.15 Church Room submissions for the
Whist Drive 7.30pm . Church Room Chronicle should be sent to
Thursday 14thth Coffee/Shop 10-12noon Church Room John Hardcastle, Marloes,

' Bingo 7.30pm Church Room Lines Hill, Aston Abbotts,
Saturday 16th Cublington Fete 2pm 0ld Rectory Bucks. HP22 4NG
Sunday 17th Fathers Day Email submissions to:

Rambling Club Members Meet 2pm  Hulcott
Wednesday 20th Parish Council Meeting 8pm Church Room editor@aachronicle.co.uk
Thursday 21st Coffee/Shop 10.30 - 12noon Church Room Please don’t forget to tell us of any
Ladies Club 2.15pm Church Room events that you would like included
Whist Drive 7.30pm Church Room in the What’s On list
Friday 22nd/Saturday23rd Italian Market Kingsbury Aylesbury CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FREE in The
Saturday 23rd Flower Festival 12 till Spm St James Church  Chronicle. Phone us on 01296 688191 or
Sunday 24th Czech Connection Service 1lam St James Church ~ ¢mail editor@aachronicle.co.uk
Monday 25th Fete Meeting 7.30pm ‘Church Room
Tuesday 28th Farmers Market
Thursday 3 1st Coffee/Shop 10-12noon Church Room
Sunday 1st July NO SMOKING BAN includes Church Room

Find your ‘Perfect Volunteering Partner’

If you have been thinking about volunteering for ages, but aren’t quite sure what to do, or which charity to
support, then this is a fun way to get started. Volunteering can help you as well as the projects you support,
so why not give it a try?

Just book on our speed matching session and give 20 local Charities 3 minutes each to impress you. Anyone
already familiar with the idea of speed dating will know how this works. If it's a new idea to you, please don’t
worry, because help will be on hand.

What's in it for you? On offer will be information about helping other local people, and about helping
in conservation projects. Organisations taking part will include those that help people who are young
and not so young, people with physical and learning disabilities, people who homeless, victims of
crime, or experiencing mental distress, and people in hospitals, hospices and day centres. Maybe
you have managerial, marketing or financial skills, in which case you may be interested in finding out
about becoming a charity trustee, or a school governor. If your interest lies in counselling, support-
ing or advising then there will be opportunities for you to find out more about that too.

We guarantee there will be something of interest for you - no matter what your interests, passions or time
commitments.

Will you have to sign up to volunteer on the day?

Not necessarily. Taking on a voluntary job is not something to rush. Our event is a fun way of getting people
interested. We will help you to make your decisions — maybe on the day, or maybe a while later once you
have had time to think about it.

Where: Aston Hall, Civic Centre, Aylesbury
Date & time: 26™ June 2007, 2 pm - 4 pm

As numbers will be limited to 20. please book ASAP: - Vale Volunteers & 01296 337456
0 volunteering@valevolunteers.org.uk
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FLACKWELL ELECTRONICS

OF CHURCH FARM, ASTON ABBOTTS

T.V. VIDEO AND
SATELLITE
SERVICING AND
GENERAL REPAIR

NEW AND USED SALES \
LCD, PLASMA, DVD /4

01296
682126

01296
682126

SEE DAVE ‘SPARKS’ LEWIS
IN ACTION!

Our Chronicle photographer caught
resident Aston Abbotts sparks and
human shock absorber Dave Lewis in
action at Astonbury 2006 last year
(pictured right)..

Be there at Astonbury 2007 when
Dave, wearing only Marigold rubber
gloves for protection, will single-
handedly divert the entire electricity
output of the National Grid into Aston
Abbotts recreation Ground to power the
monster sound system and lights.

This once-in-a-lifetime death-defying
feat will take place on Saturday July
14" —see elsewhere in The Chronicle
for more information—and be there!
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